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“Inviting Congregations II”

Leadership Training Event

Led by Barbara Sadler

August 23, 2008

FUMC Atmore

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

 God wants us to do our part within our churches.  He wants us to invite and welcome the un-churched to our family of faith so that they can develop a relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  He also wants those within the church to have vision, be a part of the mission, and use their gifts within the church. 

At our District Leadership training on Saturday, August 23, 2008, Barbara Sadler will take us to the next level.  We will have opportunity to learn proven methods as well as put our own creativity to work in discussion group exercises.  This training is part two of “Becoming an Inviting Church” from last fall.  

Plan now to attend this learning event with leaders of your church so that together, this district can honor the Great Commission Jesus has given us all.

 
This training is for EVERYONE who wants to take their church to the next level.  Don’t miss this opportunity.  You will leave with the knowledge and tools to make a difference in your ministry.   Mrs. Barbara Sadler will inspire and motivate you to make a difference. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God.
Romans 15:7
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FROM THE DISTRICT DESK

AUGUST 2008

       “… WHAT’S  NEW…”

              “… That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and

               God seeks that which has been driven away…”

· Ecclesiastes 3:15 (RSV)

There is nothing new under the sun. How often have you heard that statement?  I find the statement somewhat amusing. Often, this statement is used when a different idea or proposal has been presented to a group or an individual. We enjoy familiar places, events, people and ideas. I tell people all the time, I enjoy watching reruns on TV- because I do not like surprises. Do any of us like surprises? Unfortunately, we do not. The familiar is safe, convenient as well as it does not push us out of our comfort zone. As Christians, we have been given a responsibility- a calling- to become ambassadors for Christ. Such a responsibility requires us to do ministry in ways which may be different and uncomfortable for us. The School of Congregational Development (SCD) is a joint effort by the General Board of Discipleship and the General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. Every year during late summer, SCD brings together some of the most effective church pastors and lay people for six days of intensive discussion of  Christian principles which have had an impact on their church community. This is one of the best events our church puts on to assist congregations in realizing their full potential. The presenters are pastors, church growth consultants and laity who have experienced the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in their local church. Some of the most powerful witnesses I have ever heard come these sessions.

Ours, the United Methodist Church, is a connectional church with vast ministries, a diverse body and unlimited opportunities. One thought keeps recurring when I hear the stories of churches becoming healthy, vital, dynamic congregations. The thought is “…there is nothing new, only the names have been changed to protect the innocence…” That which is, already has been, that which is to be, already has been, but God seeks that which has been driven away. When we reflect on our churches, the church’s future is important. The church’s presence is vital. The church’s past is crucial to better understand God’s plan for our present and future. The principles of the Christian faith, that assist churches in becoming dynamic, vital and healthy are unchanged from the first century- devotion to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking bread and the prayers. These principles are eternal, everlasting and divine. The difference is the situation in the life of the people and their congregations. The word of God has not changed, people have changed from love of God to love of the world. Yet our God seeks that which has been driven away. Right relationships allow churches to become vital, healthy and dynamic. This is the truth of the gospel and the grace of God which is available to whosoever will, let them come. We do not have to do anything new. God wants us to do ministry differently.

Until Next Time, 

Brother Outlaw
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 July 22, 2008 

 Desires 

God knows each one of us far better than we know ourselves. It has been said many times that each of us has a "God-shaped hole" in our heart. In The Great Divorce, C.S. Lewis suggested that only God can adequately fill the void in every human heart. Contrasting the futility of self-fulfillment with the happiness of God-fulfillment, he declared, "No soul that seriously and constantly desires joy will ever miss it. Those who seek find. To those who knock it is opened."
 When it comes to the desires of our hearts, we often don't even know where to begin. Most people have an idea of at least some of the things they would like to see happen in their lives. Many want loving relationships with spouses and family members. Most Christians desire greater intimacy with God, and it seems that when he comes to dwell in us, he makes us want to be with him where he is more and more. "Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart," promises Psalm 37:4. 

Are you spending time with the delight of your heart? Are you sharing all your hopes and dreams with him-perhaps even the ones he may take away in order to give you better ones? When we invite Jesus into our hearts, he comes. He already knows everything that is there, even those things we have forgotten or suppressed. He knows that as we allow him to give himself to us, we will see the desires of our hearts abundantly fulfilled. 

Desires-a good word to remember.

 _____________________________________________________________
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Lay Speaking

Ministry Training

Offered by the Pensacola District Committee on Lay Speaking

October 11th & 18th, 2008

Gonzalez United Methodist Church

2026 Pauline Street, Cantonment, FL 32533

Basic Course

A fundamental how-to orientation on Lay Speaking Ministry. The course is based on the theme “Called to Proclaim the Gospel” and includes sessions on Leading Worship, Preaching, Witnessing, Teaching, Service Leadership, Personal Faith and Personal Lifestyle.

Refresher Course

(October 11th Only)

Leading With Purpose – Provides practical resources enabling leaders to create environments for faith formation, model Christian spiritual development grounded in the means of grace, and equip all people to be in ministry in their daily lives.

Advanced Courses

(Prior completion of the Basic Course required)

Lay Speakers Lead in Mission Outreach–Lay speakers learn the role of mission outreach in relationship to the vision and ministy of the church.

Lay Speakers Lead Evangelism – Lay speakers learn how to share their faith by telling and doing.

~ Class Size is limited to 20 students! Enroll early! ~

Cost:

$ 35 – Basic & Advanced Courses. (includes textbooks & lunch on both Saturdays)

$ 15 – Refresher Course (includes text book & lunch on first Saturday)

Have questions? Need more info? Contact Kurt Burgess at (850) 586-5566, or via email: saved2serve1@cox.net

Deadline for Registration is October 1, 2008

Happenings at St. Paul UMC, Bay Minette……

Vacation Bible School will start August 9, 2008 for children in grades K-4 through fifth grade.  Hours are 9:00 A.M. to 12 Noon.  Bible Stories, crafts with experiments, music, and games have been planned around the theme ‘Power Lab’. Call Carrie Reece at 937-2005.

Southern Heritage, a southern gospel group will perform at St. Paul United Methodist Church in Bay Minette Saturday, August 23, 2008.  Music begins at 6:00 P.M.  Dress casual. Light snacks will be served. St. Paul is located at 2310 Highway 31 S. just south of Faulkner State Community College and is accessible to all.  For more info call 937-2005.
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	Church No 
	Church Name 
	Annual
	Paid This Month
	Year To Date
	Balance
	% Paid 

	1095
	Douglas Chapel
	$1,105.00
	$0.00
	$1,105.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1020
	Baggett's Chapel
	$6,485.00
	$0.00
	$6,485.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1390
	Wallace
	$1,630.00
	$0.00
	$1,630.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1080
	Christian Home
	$1,240.00
	$0.00
	$1,240.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1100
	Dozier
	$3,770.00
	$0.00
	$3,770.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1165
	Hartwood
	$2,475.00
	$0.00
	$2,475.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1175
	Hopewell
	$1,782.00
	$0.00
	$1,782.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1205
	Macedonia
	$7,165.00
	$0.00
	$7,165.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1260
	Mt Pleasant
	$2,237.00
	$0.00
	$2,237.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1285
	Owens Chapel
	$2,956.00
	$0.00
	$2,956.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1315
	Red Level
	$1,855.00
	$0.00
	$1,855.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1030
	Belleville
	$2,047.00
	$0.00
	$2,047.00
	$0.00
	100%

	1255
	Morgan's Chapel
	$10,940.00
	$0.00
	$8,526.00
	$2,414.00
	78%

	1385
	Uriah
	$8,947.00
	$0.00
	$6,647.00
	$2,300.00
	74%

	1405
	Woodlawn
	$4,257.00
	$0.00
	$3,110.00
	$1,147.00
	73%

	1350
	Sparta Hill
	$4,765.00
	$0.00
	$3,480.00
	$1,285.00
	73%

	1060
	Castleberry
	$6,716.00
	$0.00
	$4,029.60
	$2,686.40
	60%

	1330
	Rosinton
	$29,386.00
	$0.00
	$17,631.60
	$11,754.40
	60%

	1215
	Marlow
	$21,897.00
	$0.00
	$13,138.20
	$8,758.80
	60%

	1035
	Bermuda
	$6,964.00
	$0.00
	$4,092.00
	$2,872.00
	59%

	1310
	Providence
	$28,805.00
	$0.00
	$16,803.01
	$12,001.99
	58%

	1290
	Perdido
	$3,864.00
	$0.00
	$2,144.00
	$1,720.00
	55%

	1250
	Monroeville First
	$81,264.00
	$0.00
	$45,072.00
	$36,192.00
	55%

	1120
	Fairhope
	$212,208.00
	$0.00
	$106,104.00
	$106,104.00
	50%

	1045
	Brewton First
	$57,123.00
	$0.00
	$28,561.50
	$28,561.50
	50%

	1105
	East Brewton
	$16,370.00
	$0.00
	$8,185.00
	$8,185.00
	50%

	1115
	Excel
	$6,692.00
	$0.00
	$3,350.00
	$3,342.00
	50%

	1185
	Latham
	$1,884.00
	$0.00
	$942.00
	$942.00
	50%

	1265
	Mt Zion, East
	$16,907.00
	$0.00
	$8,450.50
	$8,456.50
	50%

	1270
	Mt Zion, West
	$4,731.00
	$0.00
	$2,365.50
	$2,365.50
	50%

	1280
	Orange Beach
	$81,142.00
	$0.00
	$40,571.04
	$40,570.96
	50%

	1305
	Pollard
	$6,291.00
	$0.00
	$3,131.00
	$3,160.00
	50%

	1110
	Evergreen First
	$27,423.00
	$0.00
	$13,696.00
	$13,727.00
	50%


Last updated on 6/30/2008           Thank you to all the churches that have paid 50% or more of your apportionments. 
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  Central Conference
Pension Initiative
For clergy who serve in the central conferences—conferences outside the United States—retirement is a difficult decision.  Seven central conferences in three regions (Asia, Africa and Europe) have nearly tripled in membership over the last decade.  Currently 9,300 clergy in the central conferences serve more than 3.5 million church members. 
In many of these areas, clergy serve despite dire local conditions—such as rampant poverty, political instability and threats of violence.  Since they often will not have government-funded pensions, they may have no financial support in retirement without church involvement.
The Central Conference Pension Initiative (CCPI) has become a model of cooperation and commitment within our church—gifts and pledges have been received from annual conferences, local churches, foundations and individuals.  The CCPI uses the earnings generated by these gifts to support central conferences retirees. 

However, without sufficient funding, clergy in other central conferences will remain unsupported.  An investment of at least $20 million in gifts and pledges is needed to establish pension programs across the central conferences.  
Recently a meeting was held in Bay Minette to explain the need for a Central Conference Pension Initiative campaign. Hundred of pastors in the Central Conference have retired or are retiring with no long-term retirement security for themselves or their surviving spouses. The story was told of one African pastor who had given decades to ministry in the Methodist Church to retire with only a $10 per month pension. True, cost of living is much less in the third world countries, but $10 per month is below poverty level wherever you look.

Our Annual Conference has a goal to raise $1 million for this effort. The plan to reach this goal is thorough and calls for grassroots support by active clergy, retired clergy, local congregations and the laity. Your participation is crucial to the campaign’s success and our goal can be reached if every church member of the Annual Conference gives $1 per year for four years. We can make a difference in retired pastors around the world with very little sacrifice.
August 15, 2008 is our pledge deadline for clergy. Contact the district office if you need commitment forms at 251-580-2021.    


The IRS has increased the mileage rate for July 1st  through December 31st. It is not unusual for them to update the rate each fall, but this one is early due to rising fuel costs and other factors such as insurance and depreciation.
The rate will increase to 58.5 cents a mile for all business miles driven from July 1, 2008, through Dec. 31, 2008. This is an increase of eight (8) cents from the 50.5 cent rate in effect for the first six months of 2008, as set forth in Rev. Proc. 2007-70.  In recognition of recent gasoline price increases, the IRS made this special adjustment for the final months of 2008. 
"Rising gas prices are having a major impact on individual Americans. Given the increase in prices, the IRS is adjusting the standard mileage rates to better reflect the real cost of operating an automobile," said IRS Commissioner Doug Shulman. "We want the reimbursement rate to be fair to taxpayers."
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The Baypines District of the UMC is organizing a new team to help build our fifth Habitat house in Baldwin County.  Tom Hutton (967-4190) will again represent GSUMC on the team.  Please call Tom if you are interested in volunteering to be our alternate representative.  Anyone interested in learning more about the Habitat project, can attend the team meeting at the Robertsdale UMC on September 25th at 6PM.
2008 BAYPINES DISTRICT

 CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCES

Thurs., Oct. 16th, @ Evergreen, First – 6:30 p.m.

*Evergreen, First

*Holly Grove

*Mt. Zion, West/Wallace

*Pine Orchad/Centenary

*St. Paul/Sparta Hill/Shiloh

Sun., Oct. 19th, @ East Brewton – 3:00 p.m.

*Castleberry/Brownville

*East Brewton/Douglas Chapel

*Flomaton/Cedar Hill

*Hamden Ridge/May Creek

Thurs., Oct. 23rd, @ Brewton, First – 6:30 p.m.

*Baggett’s Chapel/Belleville

*Brewton, First

*Mt. Pleasant/Owens Chapel

*Pollard

Tues., Oct. 28th, @ Atmore, First – 6:30 p.m.

*Atmore, First

*Canoe

*Coley’s Chapel

*McRae Street/Bethel

*Perdido

*Uriah/Mineola

*Excel/Megarel

Thurs., Nov. 6th, @ Fairhope – 6:30 p.m.

*Daphne

*Fairhope

*Providence

*Spanish Fort

Tues., Nov. 11th, @ Monroeville, First – 6:30 p.m.

*Bermuda

*Frisco City

*Mexia

*Monroeville, First

*Peterman

*Repton Charge

Wed., Nov. 12th, @ Florala, First – 6:30 p.m.

*Florala Charge

*Macedonia/Friendship

*Opp, First

Thurs., Nov. 13th, @ Gulf Shores – 6:30 p.m.

*Foley

*Gulf Shores

*Jubilee Shores

*Marlow

*Morgan’s Chapel

*Orange Beach

Tues., Nov. 18th, @ Robertsdale – 6:30 p.m.

*Loxley

*Robertsdale

*Rosinton

*Summerdale/Daybreak

Wed., Nov. 19th, @ Andalusia, First – 6:30 p.m.

*Andalusia, First

*Dozier/Memorial, Opp

*Mt. Zion, East

*West End/Red Level/Searight

Thurs., Nov. 20th, @ Bay Minette, First – 6:30 p.m.

*Bay Minette, First

*Guy’s Chapel/Lottie

*Little Zion

*St. Paul, Bay Minette

*Stapleton

*Stockton

More information to come on the format of these Charge Conferences. 
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“Inviting Congregations II”

Leadership Training Event
Led by Barbara Sadler

August 23, 2008

FUMC Atmore

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
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