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 If you attended the District Conference on Sunday, October 26, you heard Chaplain Vickers 
give a report on our Blue Lake Campaign.  The Baypines District is now at $109,798.55 of our 
$250,000 goal.  What is surprising about this is that we have only had 13 of our 78 churches 
participating.   
 We also were reminded of the vote we took at Annual Conference to approve this campaign.  It 
was a unanimous vote!  Not one single vote was cast against having the campaign.  But yet, thus far, 
only 16.6% of the churches in the Baypines District have done anything with the campaign. 
 Let me remind each of us that we voted for this campaign and we should now own it.  The 
future of Blue Lake rests in our hands.  Only 19% of the churches in the Annual Conference have 
participated.  This is about more than just Blue Lake.  It is about touching and changing lives!  The 
history of Blue Lake is replete with stories of changed lives.  Are we going to be part of a greater vision 
or let the vision die?  Along with the death of or failure to carry out the vision, we fail to provide an 
environment for the stories to continue. 
 Below is a list of all the churches in the Baypines District who have participated in the 
campaign thus far.  If your church is not listed, won’t you prayerfully consider helping to lead your 
church in participating?  Time is running out on our campaign and if we are going to be successful, we 
have to act now.  If we can help you or your church in promoting the Blue Lake campaign, please do 
not hesitate to call on us.     
  
The churches who have participated are: 
 
Andalusia First United Methodist Church 
Baypines District United Methodist Men 
Brewton United Methodist Church 
Daphne United Methodist Church 
Ethel Chapman Sunday School Class-Andalusia FUMC                             
Evergreen First United Methodist Church 
Fairhope United Methodist Church 
Frisco City United Methodist Church 
Gulf Shores United Methodist Church 

Gulf Shores United Methodist Men’s Club 
Loxley United Methodist Church 
Monroeville First United Methodist Church 
Monroeville First United Methodist Church Youth 
Orange Beach United Methodist Church 
Pollard United Methodist Church 
Robertsdale United Methodist Church 
Spanish Fort United Methodist Church

 
For those who have given leadership in this campaign and for the churches who have done their 

part, please accept our heartfelt thanks. 
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  FROM THE DISTRICT DESK 
NOVEMBER 2008 

 
       “… WHAT’S  NEW…” 
 
“…And Elisha said to her, ‘What shall I do for 
you? Tell me; what have you in the house?’ And 
she said, ‘Your maidservant has nothing in the 
house, except a jar of oil.’ Then he said, ‘Go 
outside, borrow vessels of all your neighbors, 
empty vessels and not too few. Then go in, and 
shut the door upon yourself and your sons, and 
pour into all these vessels; and when one is full, 
set it aside’…” 
                                        2 Kings 4:2-4 (RSV)                                                      
 
 Faith has been defined as “… as the substance 
(assurance) of things hoped for, the conviction 
(evidence) of things not seen…” Recently, I heard 
an interesting explanation or definition for faith. 
Faith was stated as “… when you step out nothing 
and land on something…” We all have our own 
understandings of what faith means for us in daily 
life. As Christians faith is the foundation of our 
belief. The Apostles’ Creed, our affirmation of 
faith contains the essentials elements of what our 
beliefs are based upon. The opening sentence 
states it so eloquently, “…I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth…”  
He who sits high guides my feet wherever I go. 
Such statements of conviction run throughout this 

affirmation. Our covenant with God is filled full 
of confessions about who we believe God is. Faith 
is our confessions about who God is in our world. 
Today more than ever we need faith to help us 
through the uncertainty of tomorrow. Our people 
are becoming more unemployed. The nation is 
teething on bankruptcy. Barbarians are at our 
gates. Silently, it appears we have become a 
divided people along lines of race, class, socio-
economics and geographic interests. There is a 
song we learned in vacation bible school years 
ago, “… he’s got the whole world in His hands…” 
Yet another affirmation of our faith, the hands of 
God continue to protect and guide us. 
 
During the AWF United Methodist Women’s 
Annual Day at Blue Lake, the keynote speaker 
read the text above. This is one of my favorite 
stories of faith and the miraculous power of God. 
A preacher’s widow is behind on her obligations. 
To put it another way, she is broke and unable to 
pay her bills. She is so far behind in payments in 
order to clear up her debt, the collectors are 
coming to take her children as slaves. Elisha, the 
prophet, gives her a plan for her future and her 
welfare. The plan is faithful and she fulfills her 
obligations and keeps the children. In many ways 
we can see ourselves, our situations in this story. 
All that we have is lost. We have nothing. At the 
point of bankruptcy and homelessness we think 
we should give up. But the Master of the sea hears 
our disparaging cry and from the waters lifts us 
up. Love lifted us, when nothing else would help, 
love lifted us. Faith is when you step out on 
nothing and you land on something. I am proud 
to be a member of the body of Christ and thankful 
to be a member of the United Methodist Church. 
For over 224 years our Wesleyan heritage has 
provided an opportunity for many people to land 
on something when they had nothing. Keep 
walking, keep stepping in the light of God. Never 
forget the jars overflowed with oil. 
 
Until Next Time,  
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(1 Pride Place, Foley) 
 

Join us as we come together to celebrate another year of building hope in Baldwin County, and 
chart the future of Habitat for Humanity of Baldwin  County. The work that has been done by 
volunteers and staff, both past and present, has helped to establish our affiliate as one of the area’s 
most important solutions to affordable housing. Yet, as we drive through our local communities, 
hundreds of dilapidated houses and trailers remind us there are still miles to go. 

On Habitat Night, the Board of Directors will unveil the main points of our recently adopted 
strategic plan, The Fundraising Committee will unveil new campaigns, and the Construction staff will 
detail the proposed building schedule for 2009. Additionally, every committee will hold its November 
meeting at the same time and at the same location. This special evening is a great opportunity for 
people to see the many ways they can get involved with Habitat. So, please bring a friend or two. Let 
them sample the various committees and get a feel for what area fits them best. At the very least, 
they’ll learn about Habitat, enjoy a free meal, and help us celebrate the great work that’s been done so 
far.  For more information, contact Sandy Lamphear at (251) 943-7268 or sandy@baldwinhabitat.org. 

 

     Attract - Reach - Keep 
A Hospitality, Welcoming, & Communications Seminar 

November 15, 2008 at 8:00 AM 
Gulf Breeze UMC 

How can congregations welcome beyond basic expectations? We invite you to join us for a fun-filled, ideas-
packed day November15, 8 a.m., in Gulf Breeze. During this high-energy, fun seminar, participants learn how to roll 
out hospitality and share a warm welcome to those yet to come and look at areas that guests notice. We cover why 
welcoming matters and what to do to make a positive first impression. Select two Hot Topics for your breakout 
groups. Each group will have interactive discussion and ideas. The day will begin with check-in and Welcome  
is provided; they, too, will enjoy a fun-filled learning experience. Bring every ministry leader and volunteer - ignite 
enthusiasm! 
 

 
 



2008 BAYPINES DISTRICT 
 CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 
 

REMAINING CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCES 
 
 

 
Tues., Nov. 11th, @ Monroeville, First – 5:30 p.m. 
*Bermuda 
*Monroeville, First 
*Peterman 
*Repton Charge 
 
Wed., Nov. 12th, @ Florala, First – 5:30 p.m. 
*Florala Charge 
*Macedonia/Friendship 
*Opp, First 
 
Thurs., Nov. 13th, @ Gulf Shores – 5:30 p.m. 
*Foley 
*Gulf Shores 
*Jubilee Shores 
*Marlow 
*Morgan’s Chapel 
*Orange Beach 
 

Tues., Nov. 18th, @ Robertsdale – 5:30 p.m. 
*Loxley 
*Robertsdale 
*Rosinton 
*Summerdale/Daybreak 
 
Wed., Nov. 19th, @ Andalusia, First – 6:30 p.m. 
*Andalusia, First 
*Dozier/Memorial, Opp 
*Mt. Zion, East 
*West End/Red Level/Searight 
 
Thurs., Nov. 20th, @ Bay Minette, First – 5:30 p.m. 
*Bay Minette, First 
*Guy’s Chapel/Lottie 
*Little Zion 
*St. Paul, Bay Minette 
*Stapleton 
*Stockton 
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“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”          Matthew 25:35 

 

Because Hunger doesn’t make an appointment, Prodisee Pantry is asking you to help us ease the hunger 
pangs of Baldwin County Families in need.    Prodisee Pantry has experienced a 130% increase in the number of 
families needing food.   That is up from an average of 50 families per week in September last year to an 
average of 94 families per week this year.  The face of hunger is changing and the number of families seeking 
assistance due to the increase cost of gas, utilities and groceries is on the rise.  Most say they never thought they 
would ever have to ask for help.  How can you help them?  By organizing a food drive in your church, business, 
school or civic group during the month of September or collecting donations you can take an active role to fight 
Hunger right here in Baldwin County.  Be creative there are many simple ways to collect food and/or donations.   

 
   Prodisee Pantry is here to help by providing love, hope and encouragement through emergency food and 

disaster relief to Baldwin County families in need.  In fact, over 12,000 families facing tough times have received 
food from Prodisee Pantry.  That’s over 34,000 individuals.  Prodisee Pantry is a non-profit faith-based community 
food pantry that is committed to easing the hunger pangs of Baldwin County families facing financial hardships 
stemming from job losses, medical expenses, natural disasters and other crises.   
 

Total cost to Prodisee Pantry per family           vs    Grocery Store 
1 or 2 members  $  9.50  vs  $35.83 
3 or 4 members  $12.07  vs $49.33 

     5 + members          $16.74          vs          $61.05 

    Prodisee Pantry spends an average of $12 per family.  It is costing The Pantry about $1,500 a week or 
about $6,000 a month to purchase nutritious food including fruits, vegetables, canned and frozen meats, cereals, 
shelf stable milk and more.   Private donations allow the purchase of these needed staple and special holiday food 
items.      

Prodisee Pantry expects to provide 1,200 turkey dinners with all the trimmings to needy families during the 
month of November and December.  We are working cooperatively with other agencies to make sure families 
facing tough times can sit down to a traditional holiday meal.  Our holiday expenses are estimated to be $35,000.  

Prodisee Pantry is funded by the kindness in people’s hearts.   Where does The Pantry get its food?  We 
purchase it from the Bay Area Food Bank by the pallet.   In 2007, Prodisee Pantry bought 61,304 pounds from the 
BAFB.  Churches, schools, scouts, local businesses and community organizations conduct food drives in support of 
The Pantry through-out the year for a total of 28,000 pounds so far this year. 

The Pantry is an integral part of the social service safety net in the County.  We get referrals from a wide 
variety of agencies including but not limited to Ecumenical Ministries, Catholic Social Services, Community 
Action Agency, Goodwill Easter Seals, Food Stamps, Baldwin County Mental Health, The Lighthouse and local 
churches.  Prodisee Pantry has discovered that governmental requirements and other agency constraints leave many 
families falling through the crack or having to wait weeks for services.   

   Providing food to single moms, unemployed and under-employed households, families in transition, 
homeless, retirees, and grandparents raising grandchildren, is always deemed an emergency. We offer our services 
each Tuesday from 9 to 11:30 a.m. at The Gathering Place in Prodisee Center at the corners of Highways 31 and 98 
in Spanish Fort. We often receive calls for help that cannot be delayed until our regular operating hours, so a 
volunteer will box and arrange food delivery to help a family who is having trouble making ends meet.  In the first 
six months of 2008, Prodisee Pantry served an average of 250 families a month for a total of 1,529 households. 



As a faith-based non-profit the goal of Prodisee Pantry and the desire of its volunteer staff is to ease the 
hunger pangs of those in need in Baldwin County.  But The Pantry is more than food to families in crisis, our 
volunteers comfort, encourage and give hope.  In addition, members of the local community are furnished an outlet 
for serving others.  Our mission is simply based on the scripture,     “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35. 

 Prodisee Pantry is more than just a weekly emergency food program.  We’re committed to disaster relief 
also.  August 29th is the third anniversary of Hurricane Katrina and next month is the anniversary of Hurricane Ivan.  
Both storms taught the Gulf Coast a valuable lesson about being prepared.  In fact, Prodisee Pantry has 150 
emergency food buckets on hand filled with basic food items that can be eaten with little preparation and ready to 
be delivered immediately following a storm to families devastated by a hurricane.  Also pallets of food are being 
held to be given to local shelters across Baldwin County being operated by Churches, The Red Cross and Baldwin 
County’s Emergency Management Agency, should they need it. 

Hunger should not be something families facing tough times should have to deal with.  Prodisee Pantry is 
committed to our mission.  We can all take a role in fighting Hunger.  One simple step is forwarding Prodisee 
Pantry’s information to people you know.  A bigger step is volunteering or organizing a food drive or event to raise 
money for The Pantry to use to purchase needed nutritious food items.  For more information and ideas on how to 
ease the hunger pangs of local families in need, log on to our website:  www.prodiseepantry.org or call             
(251) 626-1720. 
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This training is designed for pastors and lay people in churches 

with 200 or less members.   You will receive concrete ideas for ways 
to reach out and make a greater impact into your communities.  
Share common community needs and ways to meet them.  Hear 
success stories of small churches in our conferences that are 
beginning to grow and make a difference.  Come be a part of “A 
Future with Hope” for your church. Locations will be announced.  
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November 23 

Retirement Reception for Curtis Henderson 
First United Methodist Church Montgomery 

3:00 PM-5:00 PM 
 

 
December 4 

District Clergy Christmas Celebration 
      6:30 PM. Atmore UMC 

 

December 18-January 4 
   District Office will be closed for the holidays 
*************************************************** ********** 
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1.  The fiscal office the annual financial records on the fifth working day of January. 
 
2.  This date will be the last day that apportionment payments can be payments can    be credited to the prior year 
asking. 
 
3.  Churches sending the apportionments payments AFTER December 31 must do one of the following: 

a.  Deliver payment to the Fiscal Office anytime before 10:00 AM on the closing date.  
 

b.  Mail the payment.  Regardless of the postmark date, payments received after 10.00 AM on the closing 
date cannot be credited to the prior year apportionments. 
 

c.  Deposit payment in the Annual  Conference account on or before 1:00 PM on the closing date at a local 
Regions Bank.  Fax a copy of the bank receipt and a copy of the remittance breakdown to the Fiscal Office 
when the deposit is made.  Call the Fiscal Office (1-888-873-3127) to obtain the current deposit account number.  

 
4.  The Fiscal Office must know of these deposits on the closing date.  Persons without access to a fax machine 
should call 1-888-873-3127 and report the deposit information.  Please Note:  The bank’s business day may end 
earlier that the time the bank closes.  For example, often deposits received after 2:00 PM are credited to the next 
day’s business.  CONTACT THE LOCAL BANK TO DETERMINE WHEN A DEPOSIT MUST BE MADE IN 
ORDER TO BE CREDITED ON THE CLOSING DATE. 



 

Church No Church Name  Annual Paid This Month Year To Date Balance % Paid 

1175 Hopewell $1,782.00 $0.00 $1,982.00 ($199.99) 111% 

1350 Sparta Hill $4,765.00 $0.00 $5,177.00 ($411.99) 109% 

1385 Uriah $8,947.00 $0.00 $9,247.00 ($299.99) 103% 

1105 East Brewton $16,370.00 $0.00 $16,370.00 $0.00 100% 

1020 Baggett's Chapel $6,485.00 $0.00 $6,485.00 $0.00 100% 

1030 Belleville $2,047.00 $0.00 $2,047.00 $0.00 100% 

1060 Castleberry $6,716.00 $0.00 $6,716.00 $0.00 100% 

1080 Christian Home $1,240.00 $0.00 $1,240.00 $0.00 100% 

1100 Dozier $3,770.00 $0.00 $3,770.00 $0.00 100% 

1165 Hartwood $2,475.00 $0.00 $2,475.00 $0.00 100% 

1205 Macedonia $7,165.00 $0.00 $7,165.00 $0.00 100% 

1215 Marlow $21,897.00 $0.00 $21,897.00 $0.00 100% 

1220 May Creek $3,060.00 $0.00 $3,060.00 $0.00 100% 

1260 Mt Pleasant $2,237.00 $0.00 $2,237.00 $0.00 100% 

1285 Owens Chapel $2,956.00 $0.00 $2,956.00 $0.00 100% 

1300 Pine Orchard $376.00 $0.00 $376.00 $0.00 100% 

1315 Red Level $1,855.00 $0.00 $1,855.00 $0.00 100% 

1405 Woodlawn $4,257.00 $0.00 $4,257.00 $0.00 100% 

1330 Rosinton $29,386.00 $0.00 $29,386.00 $0.00 100% 

1095 Douglas Chapel $1,105.00 $0.00 $1,105.00 $0.00 100% 

1365 St Paul $2,814.00 $0.00 $2,814.00 $0.00 100% 

1370 Stapleton $13,321.00 $0.00 $13,321.00 $0.00 100% 

1390 Wallace $1,630.00 $0.00 $1,630.00 $0.00 100% 

1400 West End $5,034.00 $0.00 $5,021.00 $13.00 100% 

1250 Monroeville First $81,264.00 $0.00 $81,056.00 $208.00 100% 

1045 Brewton First $57,123.00 $0.00 $51,410.70 $5,712.30 90% 

1115 Excel $6,692.00 $0.00 $5,643.00 $1,049.00 84% 

1110 Evergreen First $27,423.00 $0.00 $22,672.00 $4,751.00 83% 

1310 Providence $28,805.00 $0.00 $24,004.30 $4,800.70 83% 

1155 Guy's Chapel $6,489.00 $0.00 $5,190.36 $1,298.64 80% 

1075 Centenary $567.00 $0.00 $450.00 $117.00 79% 

1255 Morgan's Chapel $10,940.00 $0.00 $8,526.00 $2,414.00 78% 

1305 Pollard $6,291.00 $0.00 $4,729.00 $1,562.00 75% 

1265 Mt Zion, East $16,907.00 $0.00 $12,677.89 $4,229.11 75% 

1200 Loxley $20,434.00 $0.00 $14,703.00 $5,731.00 72% 

1090 Daphne $179,361.00 $0.00 $122,916.83 $56,444.17 69% 

1280 Orange Beach $81,142.00 $0.00 $54,094.72 $27,047.28 67% 



1145 Frisco City $17,575.00 $0.00 $11,824.00 $5,751.00 67% 

1275 Opp First $47,756.00 $0.00 $28,966.56 $18,789.44 61% 

1230 Megargel $2,738.00 $0.00 $1,641.00 $1,097.00 60% 

1325 Robertsdale $62,340.00 $0.00 $37,404.00 $24,936.00 60% 

1035 Bermuda $6,964.00 $0.00 $4,092.00 $2,872.00 59% 

1290 Perdido $3,864.00 $0.00 $2,144.00 $1,720.00 55% 

1245 Mineola $4,606.00 $0.00 $2,413.00 $2,193.00 52% 

1185 Latham $1,884.00 $0.00 $942.00 $942.00 50% 

1120 Fairhope $212,208.00 $0.00 $106,104.00 $106,104.00 50% 

1225 McRae Street $5,194.00 $0.00 $2,597.00 $2,597.00 50% 

1235 Memorial $6,306.00 $0.00 $3,153.00 $3,153.00 50% 

1270 Mt Zion, West $4,731.00 $0.00 $2,365.50 $2,365.50 50% 

1065 Cedar Hill $8,608.00 $0.00 $4,256.00 $4,352.00 49% 

1345 Spanish Fort $258,452.00 $0.00 $109,609.35 $148,842.65 42% 

1130 Florala $9,295.00 $0.00 $3,866.23 $5,428.77 42% 

1010 Andalusia First $71,904.00 $0.00 $30,037.00 $41,867.00 42% 

1380 Summerdale $10,061.00 $0.00 $3,572.00 $6,489.00 36% 

1295 Peterman $4,844.00 $0.00 $1,767.00 $3,077.00 36% 

1150 Gulf Shores $138,649.00 $0.00 $46,216.00 $92,433.00 33% 

1360 St Paul $4,149.00 $0.00 $1,047.70 $3,101.30 25% 

1025 Bay Minette First $48,125.00 $0.00 $11,246.25 $36,878.75 23% 

1055 Canoe $5,486.00 $0.00 $1,190.00 $4,296.00 22% 

1170 Holly Grove $14,747.00 $0.00 $3,000.00 $11,747.00 20% 

1160 Hamden Ridge $2,424.00 $0.00 $382.00 $2,042.00 16% 

1015 Atmore First $53,313.00 $0.00 $8,764.00 $44,549.00 16% 

1125 Flomaton $18,771.00 $0.00 $1,565.00 $17,206.00 8% 

1240 Mexia $4,129.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,129.00 0% 

1050 Brownville $1,546.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,546.00 0% 

1070 Celebration $21,759.00 $0.00 $0.00 $21,759.00 0% 

1085 Coley's Chapel $2,477.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,477.00 0% 

1135 Foley $56,423.00 $0.00 $0.00 $56,423.00 0% 

1140 Friendship $296.00 $0.00 $0.00 $296.00 0% 

1180 Jubilee Shores $89,546.00 $0.00 $0.00 $89,546.00 0% 

1190 Little Zion $3,892.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,892.00 0% 

1210 Mamie's Chapel $1,028.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,028.00 0% 

1320 Repton $1,355.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,355.00 0% 

1340 Shiloh Evergreen $1,545.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,545.00 0% 

1355 Springhill $5,503.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,503.00 0% 

1375 Stockton $6,604.00 $0.00 $0.00 $6,604.00 0% 

1040 Bethel $4,588.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,588.00 0% 

1195 Lottie $3,666.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,666.00 0% 

  Total $1,904,479.00 $0.00 $990,827.39 $913,651.64 52% 
 
Last updated on 10/31/2008            
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